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They’ll Make You Proud

You may have read the story i the
WS pipet L.S. News and World
Report mnked Okemos High School 4%
in the state of Michigan and 3927 in the
nation, Given that there are nearly 22,000
mgh schools m the country and over 830
in Michigan, this places Okemos i the
top 2% of high schools nationwide and in
the top one half percent in the state.

And while the entire Okemos commumity
can look with satisfaction at the high
levels of college readiness and math and
reading proficiency that pluced us in the
99.5 percentile statewide. we believe the
real story of our schools ranscends test
scores and magazine rankings.

For behind those test scores  and
sraduation rtes, there are hundreds
daily episodes of deep leamming thar
mtensify our students” curiosity, draw on
ther ereativity, and call upon them (o
apply what they've learned from =
textbook or lecture.

Here is o behind-the-scenes look at some
of the things our students are doing,

Curnell s recyeling center was one of Hi
initiatives created by stndonss to achieve ticlr
sy ooy ant officad Michean Green School

For three vears, Cornell students have
applied the enviromnental principles they
leam in the classroom to maintan the
school’s status a8 an Officied Michigan
Green School. This vear, by sustaining
fifteen ongoing environmental intatves,

they earned the prestigions  Emerald
Award from Michigan Green Schools, o
non-profit dedicated to helping Michigan
schools protect the air. land. water, and
ammals o our slate. Some ol the
environmenial imtiatives Comell students
participate in include:

* Extensive reeyeling of Styroloam trays,
cardboard. drink pouches, snack bags.
and composting food scraps.

* Wimning a grunt needed to create a

natural habitat far birds and butterflics.

Nurturmg plants m a solar greenhouse

* Promoting  school-wide  Earth Week
activitics.

Bennett Woods and Cornell 3™ graders
assumed the role of wildlife researchers at
Potter Park for the week-long Big Zoo
Learning Experience this yvear. For live
davs, they observe an exotic species. learn
about its hife cycle and natural habitat,
observe the zoo's staft in action. employ
scientific methods to solve problems, and
record what thev've learned in words and
plclures.

Heawatha 4th graders gt vet fora ride ina

batean.

Hiawatha  students  participated  at o
living  history  e¢ncampment  at Lake
Lansing, where they met with re-enactors
portraying Mukwa La Femme. a Metis
woman, i Natuve Wamor, and French

Voyageurs, Their trip into Michigan™s past
included a ride in the Novageurs™ hatean
(2 large canoe-like boat used by carly lur

trappers) on the lake, a game of

baggataway (o Native American version
of  lucrosse), and  preparation of a
traditional  meal  wsing  I18%  century
cooking methods

Upper Elementary students at Central
Montessori temporarnly transformed their
classroom into a museum that tlostrated
how the Native Amernican tribes of the
Three Fires Confederacy (the Chippewn,
Ottawa and Potawatomi) lived. Students
i three classrooms cach tocused on one
of the three tribes, and researched their
tribe’s lifestyle, including their clothing.
food,  subsistence  strategies  (hunting,

fishing, and gathering) and shelter. They
then constructed and displayed small-
scale shelters, baskets, jewelry, and other
items representing their mbe

Tl frasdimg poxt iy open for busimess i th
Central Montexsori classmoom imaxening

Over 300 Kinawa  Exploratory  Art
students formed a special partnership
with  the Wharton Center  for  the
Performing Arts at MSU this year. As part
ol the “Wharton Center Arts Integration
Project.” fifth and sixth gmders created
scenery and  artwork o support  lour
Whitrrton productions -~ West Stde Story,
The Addams Family, Les Miserables. and
Memplns, Artwork was on display in the
main fover at the Wharton Center during
cach production and was available for
sale, with the proceeds poing to a fund to
provide assistance lor student field trips 1o
the Whanon Cenrter
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OEF Trustee Changes

The OEF is pleased 1o welcome two new
Trustees, Lisa Webb Sharpe  and  Angela
Wilson.

Lisa Webb Sharpe and her hushband. Felix,
arc the proud parents of three children, Felix
1L Justen, and Alesandra and have lived in
Okemos for almost 10 vears.  Lisa holds a
Bachelor of Business Administration degree in
personnel and imndustrial relations from Eastern
Michigan University and a Master of Business
Admomstration  degree in international
busmess rom Wayne State Universits.  She is
aomember of Hahitat for Humanity and has
served on the Okemos Public Maontessori PTQO.

With unanmimous consemt of the LCC Board.
Lisa was appointed as Semor Vice President
for Fiance, Administration amd Advancement
in November 2009, with responsibilities for
College pon-academic operations,  including
finance, purchasing.  risk  management.
tocilities ond real estate. external affairs and
development, human  resources, information
technology and the LCC Foundation.  During
her tme at LCC, Lisa has focused on settling
expired labor contracts, balancing budgets and
ipdating Campus [acilities and infrustructure.

Prior to accepting this role. Ms. Webb Sharpe
served as Director of the Michipan Department
of Management and Budget, which provided
cost-eltective business services W government,
Before her service m DMB, Webb Sharpe
served  as  Governor  Granholm’s  cabinet
secretary and policy director In that position,
she worked closely with all state departments
on operational and policy issues. She also led
development of the Cabinet Acton Plan,
racking  and  mecasuring  department
performance  and  was o Key  factor
Governing Magazine mating Michigan as onz
of the best managed States in the country.
Earlier in ber carcer. Lisa also served in
Detront Mavor  Dennis Archer’s  cabinet,
tollowing which she  became  director  of
housing services for the Traverse Group, an
ensvironmental engineering firm.

Angely Wilson moved to OKemos with her
husband. Jeremy. and daughter, Alexandra, m
2008 from Pinsburgh. PA. Angela 1s Presidem
of the Okemos School District Parent Council
and a member of Bennett Woods  Family
Council, She has worked on passage ol the
Butlding and Site Sinking Fund Millage and is

Continsed on page Y

Message from OEF Chair

As the OEFS 277 vear comes to an end, 1t
is a chance 1o reflect on a year in which the
foundation’s grants have had more impact
than eser before on student experiences
and opportunities. In 2011-12. the OEF
provided S166.500 for 70 grants  and
awurds that benefitted eveny student in the
distnict. Smcee the ercanon of our Strategic
Fund two years ago to supplement our
existing granl programs. the cumulative
total reaches S23K.600!

Dean Bolon - OLF Chatr

As vou look over the list of grants from the
last two years on page 7. you waill see the
depth and breadth of our support. The list

mcludes  mnovative  enbancements 1o
classroom mstruction,  textbooks. umgue

cilucational experiences, and clubs and
activities  thar  provide  wonderful
opportunities [or students 10 expund on
their classroom expericnces, grow  their
talents.  develop  leadership  skills.  find
triendship and  learn the unportance of
community service mn their lives,

Our Partners in Fducation, our daners -
Okemos  parents.  community  members,
businesses and district stafl” - are the real
heroes who have made all this possible
with therr financial support. | would like 10
express my appreciation (o all of them on
behalf of so many — OFF trustees. Okemos
Public School™s faculty and staff. and most
importantly. the real  benelicianies:  all
Okemos studenis

We are proud that Okemos schools receive
pational  recognition  as
excellence und OEF Partners in Educution
should be proud that they play a pivoad
role by supporting the grans and awards
our meredible teachers use 1o enhance the
cducational  experience of Okemos
students

schools  of

As we look nhead 1o nexy year, it is clear
that the OEF will need to continue 1o serve
an ampartant ole i meeting students”
needs. We  have already  committed 0
providing $70.000 to continue support for
clubs and student activities next vear. We
also remain committed (o providing the
classtoom grants and 1eacher awards that
have always been at the core of the
Foundation’s support.

Ihank vou to all of vou who have donated
10 the OEF i the past, and please know
that we need your continued supporl 1o
sustain  the  wvital  programs  and
opportunities that make our schools some
of the best in the state and nation.

It you have never considered supporting
the OEF, | hope that afier reading this
newsletter and exploring our website vou
will join us and make an investment in our
stucdents and their education, | can think of
no treater return on investment than seeing
the light ol leaming, knowledge and
expericnce shine i the cyes of owr
students. Please help us make a difference
for cach and every Okemos student! Orer
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Message from our Superintendent

In the fall OEF newsletter article entitled
“Our Focus i 20117, | highlighted the
professional goals | established for the
2011-12 school year. The final goals were

a result of a discussion with the Board of

Education reflecting 2 truly philosophical.
as well as a practical. approach 1o creating
reality from a shared vision for the
Okemos Public Schoals, our youth, our
families. our stall"and our community.

Philosophically. our vision lor the future
continues 1o nclude  encouraging,
challenging and supporting every student
in histher pursuit of achieving his or her
full academic, artistic, athletic, civie and
social potential. My ability to successfully
achieve the cstablished  goals  was
dependent on the ume, cnerey  and
expertise of our dedicated and talented
staff, our supportive paremts and  our
committed and motivated students.  So,
this is how WE did this vear!

Strategic Plan -

As n distnict, we
reviewed  and
revised the
district’s  <trategic
plan 10 ensure that
the district
continues 10
address the critical
Isstes as pereeived
by the board, the
communilty.,
parents and stalll

D Catlterine . Ash
Supcrimtendens of Schools

A Strategic Planning Commillee consisting
of members of the Board of Education,
teachers, parents, administrators, support
stalls high school students and community
members was estabhished 10 develop o
strategic plan that will focus our efforts on
the priorities identified by our school
community,

The committee  determined  that  the
mission, vision and value statements, as
well as the K-12  leamer  outcomes

deseloped in 2006 were still meaningful
and  relevant, Ihrough  analysis  and
discussion.  our  mission  statement,
“Together. . . cducating with excellence
and inspiring  learners  for life”  was
validated.  This statement truly capiures
our collectine commitment to maintain
quality programs that meet the needs of all
of our children within a collaborative und

productive  environment, There  were
minor edits to our belief, value and vision
statements, as well us our K-12 Learner
Outcomes W more accurately reflect our
commitment  to our diverse  student
population  and  to  supporting  and
enhancing the educauon of all students.
Ihe committee identified seven (7) entical
issues to focus our efforts: curriculum and
instruction.  diversity. facilities,  finances,
organizational capacity, social issues and
technology.  Broad goals and strategies
were developed 10 guide the district’s
stratege dircetion, Currently, leadership is
developing the operational plan, which will
include detailed and specitic strategies (or
accomplishing the cstablished goals. The
strategic plan is pan of an ongoing process.
not un end result, and s successlul
implementation requires  commimment on
the purnt of the Board. admimstmtion, staff
and community.

Noter You can find the 2012-16 Strategic
Plan on the Okemos Public Schoolx
website: www.okemosschoaols.ner

Building and Site Sinking Fund -
There are ongoing expenses associaled
with  maintaining  safe and  functioning
buildings and grounds. Another goal was
to pursue a successtul renewal of the 9919
mills for the Buwilding and Sie Sinking
Fund. Funding  acquired  through a
Building and Site Sinking Fund millage is
separate from a public schools”™ gencral
fund. A district must use the Building and
Site  Sinking Fund for capital
improvements  (Examples: roofs.
windows, playground structures, parking
lots, athletic fickls) or for major repairs, |F
this source ol funding doesn’t exist, costs
associated with major repairs. as well as
normul  and  necessary  updates of a
distriet’s  facilities would have 1o be
covered through the general fund.  The
general fund is the funding source lor
educational programs and services, Il a
portion of the general fund has to be
allocated for major repairs, then the dollars
available for educating and  servicing
students and families would be less.

On November 8, 2011 Okemos soters
overwhelmingly supported the renewal of
the Buildmg and  Site  Sinking  Fund
mullage.  As a result. this millage s
estimpted to generate over S1 milhon each
veur for the next en vears, This summer.
projects include renovating the hallways
and restrooms in the Chippewa auditorium

aren, roof replacement at Hiawatha, a new
boiler at Okemos High School and new
carpet in various locations throughout the
district. Thank you to the Okemos Public
Schools™ community!  Your continued
support and commitment to educating our
students has not gone unnoticed and 11 s
wreatly appreciated!

Substance Abuse and Our Youth -
During the 2010-11 schoaol vear, there were
several aleohol and drug related incidents
involving our adolescents thut generated a
hetghtened level of concern by our facalty,
parcnts, students and community, This was
the impetus for a third goal. It's impartam
for us 1o acknowledge thal aleohol and
dmys are accessible by our students and
that they are choosing (o use  these
substances i a variety ol settings. for a
variety  of  reasons. As a  school
community, we need to make every eflfon
1o establish u culture that promotes healthy
and informed choices.

Durmng the 2001-12  school  year, |
established 2 district-level  commitee
compnsed of high school and middle
school  administration, parents, teachers
and counsclors, as well as high school
students, prevention professionals and law
enlorcement. As o toundation lfor our wark,
committee members engaged in common
learming expenences, as well as idenufied,
discussed and analyzed our current reality,
This work informed the development of
mission and vision statements which will
gutde our luture actions. Prior to the
completion of the 2011-12 school year. the
commitice  will dentify  the  “crincal
issues”  associted  with  alcohol  and
substunee use by our vouth, and develop
broad strategic directions 10 focus our
effors.

In 2012-13 and beyond. the work will
continue.  We are commutted to sustaining
our focus and engaging students, parents,
staff and community through words and
actions in our ¢fTort to “estblish a culture
that  promotes  healthy  and  informed
choices™

Student Achievement/Growth -

As part of the school  improvement
process. we have reviewed and analyzed
testing data and identified areas of focus
within the core academic program. We
continued our focus on improving the
reading,  wrting.  and  mathematics

proficiency of our most at-nsk learmers in
Continned page 6
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They'll Make You Proud continued

Kmawa At studenss creating the
Wissrton Center lobhy display for
“Wevr Side Store. ™

The OHS Press Newspaper staff camed o
“Gold™ rmating  from  the  Michigan
Interscholastic Press Association in April
and several of our sudent  journalists
received awards for their indiy idual work.

Citizenship and Community Service

Fundrising and food dnives have become a
routine event at all of our schools

Routine. but in  our view. always
remuarkable,

A few examples:

* Each  vear at Thanksgiving.  fourth

graders o the Hiawatha Leadership
Club create  fundraising  posters  and
announcements.  go shopping  with
donated money, and sort, organize and
box the food for distribution. They also
assist. with the  “hackpack™ program.
which sends Tood home on the weckends
with students who may not have enough
1o cat at home.

* Montessori students msed money 10

buy books for schoolmates who cannot

aflord them,

Okemos  High School students who

paricipate  in - Project  Prom solicit

donations, collect gently-used  dresses.
and organize a dress sale and fashion
show 1o ensure that classmates whao

might vtherwise not be able 10 afford 1o

do so. can attend their prom.

* The OHS National Honor Society
orgamizes Red Cross Blood Drives as
well as food and fundrising drives ar the
high school,

A proup of OKkemos High School students
bypassed the beaches during spring break

and volunteered at several  non-profits
serving the poor, homeless. and elderly in
the Atlanta arca,

The  Kinawa  CARLES.  school-wide
initintive  provides  opportunitics  for
students to master the skills and acquire the
habits of being Cooperative. Accountable,
Respectful. Empathetic, and Safe. Sixty
Kinawa fifth graders. for example, have
routinely  visited  with  senior  citizens
residing a1 the Ingham County Medical
Care Facifity, These visits are the high
pomt i the lives of manyv ol these
residents. especially those who no longer
have the opportunity o interact  with
children. The students and senior residents
play board games, read together, and just
talk with each other.

Chippewa soudents Stephen B., Camling S
wnd Rae B were the fop winnery of thiy
years Imvrica & Ve cssay contest

Chippewa students have reminded us of

how fortunate we are 1o live in this
community,  stale  and  nauvon.  Three
students  were  recently  awarded

achicvement certificates for the essays they
submitted to the 43rd annual Americs &
Me Essay Contest. sponsored by Famm
Bureou Insumance. (This year's theme was
"My Personal Michigan Hero.™) Earlicr in
the year, Sth graders staged an assembly
that honored  veterans. Chippewa  Boy
Scouts  presented the colors., the  choir
performed several patriotic songs. and eight
students read essavs they had written for
the vceasion. After presentations by several
local veterans, another student closed the
assembly  with & moving  rendition  of
“Taps.”

Over 350 high school students hove
participaied  in m least one ACTION.
sponsored service event this vear, Swdent
solunteers have senved meals at local soup
Kitchens and the Ronald MeDonald House,

played bingo at the Ingham  County
Medical Care Facility, performed music for
Alzhemmer patients. teamed up with the
Mendian Senior Center 10 assist local
senior citizens, and hosted a Bowl-a-Thon
to support Sarina’s Superheroes, a cross-
age mentoring program.

Each vear. the Senior Volunteer Project
provides the high school graduating class
with opportunities 1o give back (0 1he
community that has supported thom for the
past 13 vears, This seur. our graduating
seniors fanned out across the region to
serve at:

* Ele’s Place.  a nponprofit that helps
children to cope with the death or life-
threatening iliness of a parent, sibling or
other close family member or friend
Assisted-  and  independent-living
facilives at Burcham  Hills. Carriage
Lanc  Apartments.  and  the  Ioghum
County Medical Care Facility

* The Okemos Public Libran

* The Romald MeDonald House

* St Vineent Charities

High school ACTION  volunteers
regulurly mentor or tutar students or assist
teachers at Chippewa, Kinaws, and all
three of the clementary schools. And high
school students aren’t the only cross-age
mentors. A hall dozen fourth graders at
Hiawatha give up therr recess or other
activities each day 1o serve as Kindergarten
helpers

OFIS ACTION students mentor
slementars stmdents twice a week after
selrsod

Global Citizenship

Bennett Woods  students  crossed  the
cultural  bamriers  that  often  separate
neighbors by parmering with the f -

English Language School The A< School
is o program offered by Okemos Public
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They'll Make You Proud continued

School Community  Education 10 help
forcign-born  udult  learners  achieve
proficiency in reading, writing and
speaking skills In order 10 pursue higher
cducation, obtain  or mprove
employment and participate more fully in
our  community. These adult English
Language Learners enjoved o guided 1our
of Bennett Woods und then practiced their
English as their student tour guides
mterviewed  them, The A+ Enghsh
Language School leamers retumed the
favor by organizing an International Fair,
at which they shared their customs,
games, food. and dances with Bennett
Woods students.

Bennett Woods Students at the International
Fawr bonted by the A+ English Language
School t celebrate their partnershup

Sixteen families of Okemos high school
students studying German hosted 0%
or 11" graders from Radebeul, 2 small
town located near Dresden, Germany, for
several weeks in April. The German
students attended classes at Okemos High
School.  wvisited sarious  landmarks
throughout the state, and experienced the
everyday lifestyle of a Michigan reenager.
In June, & group of Okemos students will
fly to Germany for a three-week visit, live
with the families of the German students
who were their guests, and will sample
the day-to-day life of a German teenager
and polish their German language skills,
This is the tenth time in the past cighteen
vears that Okemos and Radebeul students
have  participated  in the  German
American  Partnership  Program,
supportied by the United States and
German governments.

Some of our stdents have not been
content to simply fearr about life 1n other
countries. llaving learned about the
hardships

developing

facing  many  people  in
countries, they have

Okemos Education Foundation 5

humessed  fundraising skills 10 relieve
those hardships and save lives.

For exumple. while studving Africa in
their  geography  classes,  Chippewa
students decided 10 combat malana—
which kills nearly 3,000 children every
day in Africu—by mising money for
Nothing  But News,  This  volunteer
orpanization  provides  insccticide-
impregnated  mosquito nets to - African
families that cannot afford 10 purchuse
thenn. The nets protect a funmily of four by
stopping the mosquitoes that carry the
discase from  biting during the night,
while the insecticide kills the mosquitoes
that land on the nets. prevenung them
from infecting others who lack nets, The
nets cost S10 each, so the $6.900 raised
by Chippewa students provided 690
families with these life-saving nets.

Montessori fifth and sixth graders fed
efforts ar Kimawa (o raise money for
Helfer International. Students created and
sold construction-paper hearts and thread
bracelets 1o help rise $650. Since $20
can provide an impoverished family in a
developing country with a starter flock of
30 chickens, the students were able o
help dozens of families, The chickens
provide family members with protein (a
good hen can lay 200 egps a vear),
control insects, and fertilize gardens, And
since the recipient families commit to
shure with their neighbors the offspring of
the livestock they receive. the Montesson
students will continue o have a positive
impact for years,

Redrawing the Boundaries of What is
Possible

We'll conclude our  behind-the-scenes
tour of our schools with a look at the
three-year  OHS  Honors  Rescarch
program that cnables our high school
stidents 1o become practicing scientists.
During their sophomore year, they master
basic expenmental methods, statistical
anulysis, and ethics: seleet a topic of
interest. and identifv a mentor (typically a
faculty member st Michigan  State
University) who shares their rescarch
interests.

During their junior vear. the students
develop their hypothesis und research
methodology  with the  help of their
mentor, and  begin  conducting  their
research. By the beginning of their senior
vear, students complele their research and

begin writing a screntific paper that they
will submit o international  science
research  competitions  sponsored by
INTEL. Stemens. Google, and others.

Here. n alphabetical order. are some of
the things our student scientists are doing:

* Amur A, expenimented with ways to
phosphoresce proteins, so that seiennists
could more easily obsernve DNA
translation, the process by which
proteins are made

* JoAnn B used lossil records uand

mathematical  analysis o study an

extinct primate, and her findings forced
her mentor to re-write carlier scientific
papers 1o reflect her discoveries, As an

INTEL and a SIEMENS semi-finalist,

she was recognized as one of the top

100 swudents  performing  discovery

scrence n the nation.

Monica C. employed statistical analysis

1o study the correlation between facial

und’or crunial characteristics and their

genetic pool.

Cody H. studied the immune response

of plants m order to better understnd

how they resist disease and developed a

model  for  understanding  human

immune responses (o pathogens, An

INTEL linalist. he presented his work

in Washington. D.C. to an audience that

imcluded  numerous  Nobel  Prize
winners and President Obama.

*Jino K. developed  software  codes

aimed at enabling computers to “see”

und identify objects. MHe shared his
project al a nationul conference of

COMPULCT SCIENTISIS.

Kelsey K. rescarched Charcot-Marie-

Tooth disease. a type of Muscular

Dystrophy that she hersell suffers from.

und so impressed her mentor that she

was inviled o speak at g national
conference i Washingion, D.C. for
physicians.

* Keeman  NJ's  rescarch  ammed  at
determining why some fish produce
more cggs is being smdied by the
Michigan  Department of  Natural
Resources as they seek 10 merease trout
and salmon populations in Michigan
rivers and lakes.

* Yash P. studied the effect of stress on
cellular responses in mice, o better
understand how to make cells stronger
during disease. He presented his work
at the National Jumor Science and
Humanitics  Symposium  Division
sponsored by Department of Defense

Contined page 6
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Superintendent’s Message continued

wentified  subgroups  (economically  disadvantaged, Alncun-
Amencan and students with disubilities).  We utilized the
results of the Michigan Educational  Assessment Program
(MEAP), the Michigan Ment Fxam (MME), the ACT Explore
and  Plan fests. the reading and mathematics AIMSweb
ussessments, Everyday Muth and Reading Street assessments,
und classroom  performance measures to plan instructional
sirategies that will vield posiive outcomes for all of our
students

Throughout the 2011-12 school year. we continued the
implementation of the Reading Street Literacy Program und the
90-minute literacy blocks at the elementary level. We held data
meetmgs 10 plan for the flexible grouping of students during
Tier 1T or Good Fit times, planned specific mterventions based

on student need, and curefully monitored the progress of

strugelmg leamers to adjust the instructionnl  strategics as
necessary. The outcome: student academic growth and
achievement!  Okemos Public Schools” students continue 1o
achieve at some of the highest levels reported across the state.
Even though we are proud of our performance, we continually
nnalyze the outcomes, consciously reflect an our practice and
consistently strive to do better!

As stated previously, these were lofty and important goals!
Achieving success truly resulted v meammngful and essential
outcomes for all of our ¢hildren . . . our students. Thank you
for joiming me in focusing our energy, time, efforts, expertise
and support, moving us ¢loser to making our vision a reality.

Even though I was able to highlight our successes, our work is
not done! We are always striving 1o provide the best possible
educational expenence for our students. helping them to realize
their potentinl. Be assured, we do not believe that we have
reached our destination.  [nstead, together we will continue
on this important and relevant journey,

They'll Make You Proud continued

* Rachel S. swdicd different aspects of cancers in the
gastrointestinal tracL.

* Clatre W. discovered a novel way to try inducing death in
insect pests by genetically decreasing their resistance to
environmental stresses. Her work could lead to a decrease i
the use of chemical pesticides.

Several thoughts oceur 1o us as we reflect on all of the things
our students are doing,

First, we see i direet connection between our high school
placing at the top ol national and statewide mankings, and the
fun and challenging learning that begins in Kindergarten und
continues across all grade Jevels,

Second, if our students’ nchions today are an accurate predictor
of the kinds of things they will accomplish throughout their
lives, we have reason 1o be optimistic about the future of our
commumty, state, and country

Finally, everyone reading this article has reason to take pride
in the things we have desenibed here. As parents, teachers.
voters, community members, and OEF contributors, you 2l
support, directly or mdirectly, the classrooms, the activitics,
and the students who make Okemos an exceprional place 1o

leam. Qep

Okemos School Board Candidates Needed!

Three seats on the Okemaos School Board
will be on the ballot for the November

2012 election with the following terms of

oflice:

* One parual term expinng December 310
2016, Candidate would be seated on the
board at the first regular meeting
following the election; und

* Two four-year terms expiring December
31. 2016 bused on current board policy
The Board is discussing the possibility
of changing 10 sIn year terms. A
deciston will be made in June 2012,

lerms of oflice on the Okemos School
Board begin Junuary | und end December
31 Imerested citizens must file an
Alfidavit of Identity and 2 nominating
pettion (mimimum 40 signatures) at the
Mendian - Township  Clerk’s  Office
(Central Park Drive'Marsh Road) by 4:00
pam. August 14, 2012 10 be placed on the
November 6, 2012 school election hallot.
A S100 nonrefundable foe may be filed in
lieu of a petition

Nominating petinon  forms may be
abtained from the school board wifice

(Okemos Road at Mo Hope) or from the
Township Clerk’s office. You may also
oblain a copy of the Aflidavit of Identity
from the Seerctary of State’s websile at
www.mich.govisns. Meridian  Township
Clerk Mary Helmbrecht is the Election
Coordmator for Okemos Public Schools.
Citizens  may call 8554300 with
questions concerning the ¢lection process.
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OEF Provides $238,600 to Help All Okemos Students!

During the past two school years the OEF has provided $238.600 to support academic and extra-curricular programs district-wide.
Belping Okemos Public Schools achieve its mission of “Together, .. educating with excellence, inspiring leamers for life.”

Our grants and awards benefit every student n the distnet. OEF grants ennich educational opportumties and promote innosauon in the
classroom, Strategic Fund grants provide funding for programs, activitics, or purchases that have been reduced or eliminated from the
distriet’s budget. Connie Osborn Deits Science Enrichment grants increase the understanding and appreciation of science for our students.
Lee Gerard Professional Development Fellowships provide opportunitics for our teachers to conduct projects focused on improved
learning for all students. Commitment to Excellence Award recipients are awarded a grant to support their continued contributions to

2011-12 Grants

cducation.

OEF Grants

Touch Math Softwarz — Comell - $365

Yearbook Cameras - Oxemos High Schaal - $650

Cultural Matenals for Montessorl Curnculum - Central - S808

Leveled Readers - Bennatt Woods - $1.000

Student Response Sysiam — Okemos High School - $545

3" Grade Ciassroom Bosks -~ Bennett \Woods - $317

Geometnc Materals - Ceniral - $300

Origo Fact Sets and Flash Cards - Certral - §357

Edmark Reading Program - Bennett Woods, Comal- $1,003

47 Grade Classroom Books - Bennett Weods - $250

Science and Math Suppismental Materials — Central - $716

Ipads for Special Educaton Instruction - Hiawalha Basic Classrooms -
$1.248

Ipad for Speech-Languaae Instruction - Bennett Woods, Central,
Cornell, Hawatha, Kinawa, Chippewa -51,872

Ipads for Student Achievement Improvements — Okemos High School
Resource Room -5624

findre E-readers for Difierentiated Instruction - Bennett Woods -S736
Fraction Cubes - Benngit Woods- $450

Zoophonics Language Aris Program — Hiawatha - 3900

VWaders for River Study and Salmon in the Classroom Program — Kinawa
- 5700

Strategic Fund

Textoooks — Chippewa, Okemos High School - 70,000

Safety Patrol Supervisors — Bennett Woods, Central, Comell, Hiawatha -
§12,926

ACTION Cemmunity Service Club - Okemos High Scheol - $5,380
Knowledge Masters Open — Chippewa - 51,128

Drama Clua — Okemas High School - $1.128

Art Club - Benralt Woods - $1,128

Drama Club - Hiawatha - $1,128

ACT Preparation Workshops — Okemas High School - §1,822
Culinary Ckub - Central - §1,128

Earth Club - Comell - $1.128

Cross Country Club - Kingwa - $1.128

Art Club - Chippewa - $1,128

Worid Language Clubs (2) - Okemos High School - $2.256

SADD (Students Aganst Destructive Decisions) - Okemos High Schoal -
§1.128

Earth Club — Okemos High School - $1,128

Archery Club — Kinawa - 51,128

GSA (Gay/Straight Alance) - Okemos High Schoo! - $1,128
Yearbook Advisors = Chppewa and Okemos High Schoal - $7.173
BSU (Black Student Union) - Okemos High Schooi - $1,128

Asian Club — Okemos High School - $1,128

Science Olympiad Club — Okemos High School - $1,413

Student Ceuncil - Okemas High Scheol - $3,555

Studen! Government — Central, Comell, Hiawatha. Kinawa, Central -
$5.641

Quiz Bowl Team — Okemes High School - $3,385

Class Sponsars (4) - Okemos High School - $8,994

2012 Visiting Author Co-sponsared by Summil Community
Bank

dison Stoutland and Cathy Hofher - Bennett Woods, Central. Comell,
Hiawaihz - $4,046

Connie Osborn Deits Science Enrichment

MSU Seeds of Science Field Trips — Bennell Woods, Centra!, Comell,
Hiawatha - $2.079

Bannett Woods Family Science Fair - Bennett Woods - $300

Ipads for Scence Instruction — Okemos High Schoo! - $3.600

2011 Commitment to Excellence Awards

Susan Casey — Chippewa - $1.000

Kavin Culiing and Mark Stice — Chippewa, Okemes High Schoal -
$1.000

Denise Daberko ~ Okemos High Scheol - $1,000

Kathy Lanzetta - Hiawatha - $1,000

Marisa McCormick — Kinawa - $1,000

Patricia Trelstad- Daputy Superintendent - $1,000
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2010-11 Grants

OEF Grants

Geomeiry Templates - Okemos High Schoo! - $340

Edmark Reading Program - Kinawa & Hiawatha - $1,000
Geomatry Manipulatives - Central - $682

Speech Development Software and Books - Early Childhood Basic
Classrocm - $560

Decimal Unit Man‘puiatives — Central - 5995

Flip Vidzo Cameras - Okemos High Schoo! - $4E6

Assistive Techno'ogy Reading Pens — Okemos High Schoo! - $460
Socia! Studes Beoks - K-12 Libranes - $2,130

Math Exploratory Games — Kinawa -S375

Books for Reluctanl Readers — Kinawa - S500

Fitness Egupment — Chippewa - $400

Guitar L2b - Kinawa - 51,000

Albanasi Math matenz's — Central - $615

Take Home Reading Program - Cornell - $2,000

History of Fundamenta! Needs Materials - Central - $530

Ipad for Differentiated French Instruction — Okemes High Schoal - $650
Alphabet Sets - Central - $290

Self-Published Positive Behavior Books - Cornell - $500

Math Concept Materiz's — Central - $575

Strategic Fund

MSL Sseds of Science Feld Trips - Bennett Woods, Central, Comell,
Hiawatha - 52,079

ACT Preparation Workshops — Okemas High School - $1,478
Music Program Transportation - Chippewa. Okemos High School -
$1,392

Adobe Suz Software - Okemes High School - $6,500

Stud Is'and Math Software - Kinawa - $1,689

Art and Food Exploratery Supples — Kinawa, Chippawa - 52,000
Woerld Language Clubs (2) - Okemas High School - $2,170

Read Naturally Software — Bennett Woods, Central - $6,400

Art Club - Bennett Woods - $1,085

Earih Club— Okemos High Schocl -$1,085

Drama Clun —Hiawatha - $1,085

SADD (Students Aganst Destructive Datisions) - Okemaos Hagh School
- $1,085

Culinary Club - Centra! - 51,085

Knowizdge Maslers Open - Chippewa - §1,085

Art Club - Cornell - $1,085

Krowiedge Maslers Open - Kinawa - $1.085

Drama Club — Okemos High School - $1,085

Helping Hands Cammunity Service Club - Kinawa - $1,085

Art Club - Chippewa - $1,085

GSA (Gay/Siraight Aance) — Okemos High Schaol - $1,085

Art Club - Okemos High School - $1.085

BSU (Black Student Union) — Dkemos High School - $1,085

World Religion Textbooks - Okemos High School - 52,141

2011 Visiting Author Co-sponscred by Summit Community
Bank

Shelizy Gill - Bennett Woods. Central, Comnell. Hiawatha - $4 460

Connie Osborn Deits Science Enrichment

Dissection Supplies — Okemos High School - $150

Solar Green Heuse - Comell - $2.000

Science Books - K-12 Libraries - $1,500

Enhancing Science Olympiad - Okemos High School - $1,000

Lee Gerard Professional Development
Fellowship

5/6 Mentessari Program Development - Kinawa - 52,142

2010 Commitment to Excellence Awards

Dr, Cathering Ash - Superintendent - $1,000
Heather McNeily — Comell and Central - $1,000
Don Poore - Kinawa - 51,000

Matt Prinz and Josh Coty - Chippewa - $1.000
Linda Yaske — Bennett Woods - $1,000

“An investment in knowledge always pays
the best interest.”
-Benjamin Franklin

A gift 10 the Okemos Education Foundation helps
support excellence in educational programs and
services for Okemos students now and n the future,
The OEF is a 501(c)3) organization and donations
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. For
your convenience, we accept online credit card

donations at www.oefsite. org.

OEF Partners in  Education are donors who
contribute S50 or more annually with recognition
and benefits at various levels of giving. More
mformation about OEF Partners i Education
recognition can be found at www oefsite.org.

Now more than ever before, it’s up to all of us to
maintain the quality of education for Okemos
students. Thank you for considering a gift to the
OEF!
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OEF Trustee Changes continued 2012 Elementary Author Visit

serving as treasurer of the Okemos Citizens Millage
Committee. She is an advoeate for education policy aimed
al improving (he future competitiveness ol' Michigan
children, providing legislative tesumony and published
commentary on this assue. A native of Toledo, OH
(formerly  Toledo, M) Angela ¢imed a B.A  from
University: of Toledo and is o current fellow in the
Michigan Political Leadership Progeam ot Michigan State
University.

Thank You

We would also like to extend our appreciation 1o Kelly
Carrier and Kathy Wamer who are both leavmg the board
alter many vears as Trustees, Kelly was instrumental as a
lhason between the Foundation and Okemos teachers and
Kathy served admimably as our Secretary for her entire

. ] Ceatlry Hotizer aned Allivon Stoutiand reach for e sk s
tenure. We thank them both for their years of service 1o Okermiss stuchmts dirivss the 2002 Author Visit co-sporsorcd in
«OVFE! ‘ : . -
the OFF! O the QFF wd Sttt Conmmuneiry Boanh

OEF Donation Form

YES! I/we wish to support the OEF in the amount of: 9

Name(s):
Address:
Chocks sthowid be maca payable 1o
C'ty' State, le: Okemos Education Foundation
Phone: and seat 1o
» v 4406 N, Okarmos Road
Visit www.oefsite.org to make an online donation. T
Okemos. MI 48864

Please apply*® my donation to the OEF's:

* jawards, foliowshps, and program costs) jcrograms, activitios, and purchases that have been | |grants, awards and (ellowships)

- | O General Fund (for classroom granss. [ Strategic Fund (1o restore fundng for 1 Endowment Fund (to fund future
’ reduced or elminatad from the district's budgst)

[ 3 Gifts not designated for a specific fund will be considered unrestnicted and will be applied where most neoded
Please indicate how you want your name(s) to appear when OFEF Pariners in Education are recognized publicly:

- If danating $250 or more, for a hotlink from the OEF website's Donor Page to your company website, please tell us your Company name

| : and website address: =

?Dcna!:ons of $500 or more qualify for complimentary tickats to the OEF Awards Banguet on November 15, 2012.

: 0O Yes, rd ke complimentary tickets. Please contact Alicia Hopping al hoppinga@asl com 10 reserve your seats.
: The OEF is a 501 (c)(3) organization and donations aro tax deductible (o the extent of the law.
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Thank You 2011-2012 Partners in Education!

The Okemos Education Foundation thanks our Pariners in Education — the many individuals, professionals, and businesses that so
gencrously supported the Foundation in 2011-12, Donors who contribute $50 or more are recognized as Partners on an annual basis for
different levels of giving. Our Partners play a key role in supporting the OFEF prants, Strategic Fund grants, Connie Osborn Deits Science
Enrichment grants, Lee Gerard Professional Development Fellowships and Commitment o Excellence awards that supplement the
excellent staff and programs at Okemos Public Schools. As of May 15, 2012, donors are lsted below.

DIAMOND PARTNERS
($10,000 AND UP)

The Dens Family

PLATINUM PARTNERS
($2,500 - $4,999)

Chrnistopher Buck and Martha Heniz
lerry and Beth Grimm

Tracey L. Holland

Brian and Catherine Ruster

Summit Community Bank

GOLD PARTNERS
($1,000 - $2,499)

Catherine 1. Ash

Tamara Bauer, DDS and Roben
Mondmgon. DDS

Ann E. Austin-Beck and John . Beek
Allan Beegle and Suzi Yunker

Dr. and Mrs. Charles H. Bill
Breadsmiths of Okemos, Kent
Segaebruch

Chuck and Karen Canestraight
Warren Culver

Subash Gupta and JoAnne Sorlie
Lisa Hildort and Mark Castellant
Dr. Salim and Nargis JafTer

Peter und Beth Janick

Mark S. and Marilyn F. Johnson
Mid-Michigan Oml Surgery, Dr. Mark
Beckman and Dr. Vince Benivegna
Matt und Janice Muthz

Mary Rhodes

Ritta Rosenbery

Urvish and Hina Shah

Brig and Francine Sorber

Cheri Speier

Howard and Kay Weyers

SILVER PARTNERS

($500 - $999)

Wayne Abbott and Parricia Sorenson
Allergy and Asthma Chinic of East
Lansing

Wendy and Dan Batchelor

Deb and Mick Baughman and Famuly
Dean Bolton and Helen Taylor

Mark and Kim Burzych

Gary and Kelly Cesar

The Chivukulw/Simmmons Famils
David and Marion Dilley

Cuareena Eggleston

Jennifer Everhart and Joseph Thomas
Dr. Paul Flvonn and Dr. Cynthia
Hollenbeck

Amit Ghose

Eric and Elizabeth Goebel

Sue Hallman

Todd Hickox and Carmen Ventocilly

Holiday Inn Express and Comlort Inn of

Okemos - The Brehm Family
Barbara Hoevel

Tom and Susan Hopper

Andy and Alicia Hopping

Terry and Anne Hughes

V. Cuneyt Kalfa, M.D. and Dilck Kalta
Pamela Khiewer

Tk Ko and Suna Chang

Rick and Carol Laub

Clark and Kathleen Manning
Mark and Debbie Mashburn

The Marusz Family

State Representative Mark Meadows
Okemos Education Association
Smnuti Parikh

Rod und Therese Poland

Eric and Mary Schnepl

Steve and Kris Schoen

Tonya Sparks and Mare Silversiein
Sally Sprozat and Jeff Theuer

Ron and Georgia Styka

Patricia Trelstad

Peter and Sherry Trezise

Megnn Donahue and Mark Voit
Michael and Tracey Wellman

Bill and Asja Wilcox

Jeremy and Angela Wilson

BRONZE PARTNERS
($250 - $499)

David Annis and Andrea Bozok:
Randy und Peg Asmus

Pauls Audas

Giles and Anne Brereton

Chris Hogan Brynn

Dr. Blake Casher and Fanuly

Gury and Term Climes

Cook Farms

Josh Coty

Delta Vision Optical. Ellen Dohr O.D.
Wunda Derochowski

Jocl and Jenmifer Eddy

Tara Fry

Lee and Linda Gerard

Vikas and Anjali Goel

Tom and Chris Hammond

Laune and Jack Harkema

Heat'n Sweep

Doug and Christi Hinterman

Kiniand Rick Horwood

Xuelei Huang

Lee and Martha Klicbert

Paul and Lon Koons

John and Kathryn Lanzelia

Wayne and Melunie Lynn and Family
Paul Mantica

Roger und Betsy Meschke

Drs. Dan McCole and Jill Stephenson-
MeCole

Minesh and Hina Mody

Kevin and Barb Nilsan

Okemos High School 2011-12 Stedent
Counail

Noclle Palasty

Ritx and Bruce Peffers

Joseph and Bridget Potchen

Bidhan and Prasanna Redey

Mark and Erisso Renfer

Dale and Cyndi Rolley

The Rycus Family and Ryveus Floormyg
Andrea L. Smith

Jeffery V. Stuckey and Mary Pat Jamez
Fred ond Yemisi Sudler

George and Gigi Streeter

JefTand Kathy Tavormina

Robert and Peggy Teoh

Carol and Jack Voss

Kathy Warner and Tony Lopez

Steve and Mama Wilson

The Yeomans Family

Dr. Matthew SN Yun

Chun Zhu

FRIENDS
($50 - $249)
Anonymous

Erte and Katy Alstrom
Clorke Anderson und Mary Werkiman
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Ric and Hrdget Balesky

Ay L. Basel

Sue Bathke and Stuanrt Landay
Peserand Enca Bealtiv

Jack Beha

Roger ond Mauls Bornstad
Steven and Wendy Bloembergzen
Lynn C. Bokemeicr

Balt and Sumalatha Bodeddula
Crystal and Jack Branta

Ardrew and Carole Brogan
Frieda S, Brown

Murray and Flaine Brown

L Bubols and Karen Sanders
Maranne Bubols

Marun ). Bubonac

Ay Clavinash

Judith D. Clark end James F Mullin
Robert D, Clark

Chip and Jubie Chamberlain

e Dirk and Katy Luchini Colbry
Patrick aml Jody Corbest

Dr James and Joy Costar
Yushua Cul and Kelian Sun
Jerry amd Shelley Cvengros

D Joh sond Clanissa Dallzs
Mike und Chris Daukn

Jetirey Lok and Carla Davidson
CBand 1l Dehlin

Dr.and Mrs. Neholay Dimitrov
Camolyn Dudley

Emergent BioSolutions

NMark Finan and L Ann Camstra
B Gao

Dasad Gifl

Todd und Joan Glogovsky

Barry Goetz and Louise Jezerska
Jetf mnd Chiandea Grahill
Norman and Karen Grannemann
e Haneoek Family

S Richard Heses

Larry and Mary Hennessey

John and Kathieen Hermck

June und Scott Hecks

Rudy and Many Jo Hirt

[2avid and Ins Home

Tl Hough

Rendy und Charmain Hull

Broce and Kathy Hunter

Iyler and Christie Hursey

Hye Jin Hwang

Damel R, and Barbara B, |lgen
Janses Schulty wd Lely Ivey
Brian and Judy Jacobs

John and Meg Jansens

Regan K. Kinia

Suman G. Kashyap

Ben and Marsha Kilpela
Manooch wnd Laune Koochesfaham
Jeflrey amd Michelle Koth

Jeti and Jessica Kovan

Me aod Mrs, Michae! Knumm
Thomas and Patricia Lack

The Langley Family

Fergionhm Lee and Mei-Hut Tas
Cindy LeVine

Bindu and Mike Lewss

s andd Stese Linder

William M. Luommat

Vin and Samah Lyon-Callo
Fran Manminz

Martha Marcero und Simon Chow
Michacel and LuAnn Maisner
e Sarala B, Masti and Balaknshoa N, Mast
Mayherry Homes

Jon und Teresa Maves

Marilyn McCarthy

Marisa MceCormick

AMichael and Gwendolyn MeDaowell
Banry McGuire

Chuck and Terry Miller

Punya Mishra and Smita Sawai
John and Mickelle Mitchell
Tim und Rosermury Morrissey
Sukhvender Niygjer

Mary Nowack and David Rockwell
Okemos Auto Colleetion
Okemos Dairy

Teresa and Gary Olson

Eleanor Omoto

Dawn 1 Parker

Paula Pendenpast

Gail F, Peterson

Dan and Robin Phillips

Robert and Susan Pigg

Monte AL Pride

Juaguo Qi

Yu Qiv and Xedong Fan

Anne and Steve Readent
Anthony Recca

s Robmson and Mark Wilson
Lauree Cushion Roney

Ron and Judy Rosenberg
Raren Salnwon

Susan Schoidt

Hendrik and Brigitte Schatz
George and Celeste Schrafi
Christing Schwarz and Stephen Zept
Michelle Selby

Ethan and Mibo Segal

1 Shao

Brad and Esther Shaw

Dale Shears

Kathy Sheufelt

lrene Shutt

Diane Singer

PPatneia 1, Smith

John and Lori Spink

Don and Karen Sunley

Jim and Debby Steele

Jont Steinhaws

Mark Stice

Don iind Ann Stotmzisd

Luke and Mazgzie Terry

Dr. Geneva Tnsworth

Lz Troldah!

Steve und Darlene Vagnozzi
Dave and Jenmiter Vanderklok
Ami and Michael Van Antwerp
Jeremy and Jill Vim Hot
AMexander Vasaily

Pankaj Vi)

The Walsworth Family

Hedlun Walton and Stephanic Hirchert Walton
JoAnn Wurren

Richard and Annette Weiser

Gene and Caryn Welter

Dan and Linda Wertz

Pamela Willioms

Asa T. Wnghn

Yanping Wu und Zhongxiao Chen

Ping Xing

Ingnid Yarbrough

Linda Yaske

Zhenmet Zhang

Yitan Zhuang

Michael Zimmemun and Elisabeth Rensing-
Zimmerman

IN MEMORY OF:

Preston M. Bolton
Brian Cavamaugh
Dallas Coryell
Connie Osborm Dens
Matt Kolstoe

Irene Laughlin
Adam Nevells
Airon Riley

Timothy S. Welter

IN HONOR OF:

Alexis Jov Bailey
Christtne Batora
Abigale Cassells
Melissa Delekia
Mikhatl Gorelik
Cody He

Emily Laub
Lawren Lynn
Parth Redey
Tavlor Sullivan
Alison VanOverbeke
Hedlun Walton

IN-KIND DONATIONS:

Allegra of Lansing

The Country Club of Lansing

Larry Cushion Trophics and Engraving
Lifetouch National School Studios

Please contact us if vou find erroes i this
information, and we will correct it ay soon

as passible! O=r

Thank You

For Your Support!
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2011 OEF Award Recipients

OFF Award recipients were honored at our annual  banguer in
November.  Front row (l-r), Special Recognition Award recipient: Lori
Greenberg,  at-risk aide at Cornell  Elememtary.  Commitment (o
Excellence Award reciplents: Patricia Trelstad, Deputy Superintendent;
Susan Casey. science teacher ot Chippewa 7-8; Marissa MeCormick,
Montessori teachker at Kinawa 5-6.  Dan C. Wertz Founders Awand
recipient; Kathleen Mamning. Back row ti-r), lolunteer Service Award
recipient: Lowdnn Stark-Dyvkema, Okemos Masic Patrans; Commitment
to Excellence Award recipients:  Kathy Lanzena, kindergarten teacher
at Hiawatha Elementary: Kevin Culling, band teacher at Chippewa 7-8;
Vark Stice, band teacher at Okemas High School.  Dan C Bere:
Founder’s Award recipient:  Clark  Mamuing.  Not pietired  is
Commument 1o Excellence Awand recipiont Demise Daberko, scieace
teacher at Qkemos High School.
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It's up
T
to'us.

Be our Partner in Education!

Your suppart makes a difference for all
Okemos students! See page 9 for how vou
can help!

Scan 1o visit our websile
and make a donztion!




