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Welcome to the 21st annual Okemos Education 
Foundation Awards Banquet.

Tonight we celebrate excellence in the Okemos 
school community. We look forward to introducing 
you to twelve people who have positively 
impacted our students and our community. As we 
honor these individuals and thank them for their 
contributions, let us also appreciate and celebrate 
Okemos Public Schools’ culture of excellence. 

How lucky we are to live in a community that so highly values quality 
education and which enjoys such a supportive team of administrators, 
teachers, staff, parents, and talented students. Tonight we celebrate all 
the many facets of excellence in Okemos.

Our evening is made extra-special by our keynote speaker, the new 
Superintendent of Okemos Public Schools. If you haven’t had a chance 
to meet Alena Zachery-Ross, you are in for a treat. Her energy and 
enthusiasm for students and for excellence in public education is 
infectious, and it serves as an exciting preview of the future of our district 
under her leadership.

Finally, no celebration of this scope can be accomplished without 
considerable expense, so we are grateful to the many business and 
community sponsors who have donated in support of tonight’s banquet. 
Please consider supporting these businesses to let them know that you 
appreciate their support of our students.

Thank you for attending tonight’s celebration. The OEF Board of Trustees 
and I look forward to sharing with you an uplifting and inspiring evening 
that will leave us all feeling very proud of Okemos Public Schools.

Martha Hentz
Board Chair, Okemos Education Foundation
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About the OEF Awards Program

SOCIAL HOUR - 5:30 P.M.
DINNER - 6:30 P.M.

WELCOME
Martha Hentz, OEF Board Chair

TONIGHT’S MENU:
Cranberry Port Chicken

Pan-roasted chicken served with wild rice and walnut pilaf, topped 
with a cranberry port wine sauce and accompanied by 

Prince Edward vegetable medley

Potato Gnocchi
Potato pasta tossed with roasted red peppers, asparagus tips, grape 

tomatoes, broccoli florets, Parmesan cheese and a smoked olive oil drizzle

Child Meal - Chicken tenders

2017 AWARDS PROGRAM - 7:30 P.M.
Mark Bashore, Master of Ceremonies

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Alena Zachery-Ross, Superintendent of Okemos Public Schools

DEAN BOLTON VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD
Ron Styka 

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD
Joel C. Peterson, Class of 1965

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD
Learning Center Aides at OPM at Central: 

Peggy Baldwin, Krista Grettenberger, Hei-Won Lee
Sue Tague

Rhianna Walworth

COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE AWARD
Nicole Langdon, Joel Schut, Robb Shubel, Mark Tomczak, Cindy Wolff 
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The Okemos Education Foundation is an all-volunteer, non-profit organization 
dedicated to supporting academic excellence at all levels of the district, from 
kindergarten through high school. Since 1984, the OEF has given more than $1 
million to enhance academic experiences for our students. We also recognize 
and support the excellent staff of Okemos Public Schools and the
contributions they make to our community.

HOW WE SUPPORT OKEMOS STUDENTS:
OEF Grants encourage innovative and creative teaching and provide expanded 
educational opportunities for students. Items and experiences funded by OEF 
grants vary each year, based on the requests received by staff. Last year, the 
OEF approved funding for 49 grants, spread across every subject area and 
building.  
After-School Clubs offer important opportunities for our students to explore 
new interests, develop leadership skills, and interact with peers in a safe 
environment. The OEF provided almost $40,000 in club funding last year.
OEF Educational Programs offer a variety of special experiences for Okemos 
students. Some, like the Elementary Author Visit (in partnership with Horizon 
Bank) and the Fourth Grade Seeds of Science Field Trips, are annual, beloved 
programs. Others, like the Chippewa Design Lab, are unique projects sparked 
by the ingenuity of our faculty.

HOW WE RECOGNIZE EXCELLENCE:
Okemos Education Foundation Awards: Formal awards presented at the 
annual banquet.
APPLE Awards: Informal awards that offer recognition for an Amazing 
Performance in Promoting Learning and Excellence to any staff member and 
for any reason chosen by the donor. Often used as a public “thank you,” these 
popular awards both brighten the day of our Okemos staff and contribute to 
the OEF’s General Fund.

The OEF relies on donations from our community to meet our mission of 
“recognizing excellence and promoting innovation in Okemos Public Schools.” 
We appreciate donations of any amount and enjoy recognizing the generosity 
of our “Partners in Education.” Please consider a donation today. 
Learn more at oefsite.org.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OKEMOS STUDENTS!
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Donald Kulhanek
Joey Latterman
Elizabeth Lentz
Cindy LeVine
Melanie C. Lynn
Julie & John MacKenzie
Martha Marcero & Simon Chow
Marilyn McCarthy
The McConnell Family
Barry McGuire
Meridian Eye Care, P.C.
Kim Midgley
Plummer & Jeri Mifflin
Chuck & Terry Miller
Teresa Tickle Miller
William J. Mireles, III
Mary Nowack
Eleanor Omoto
Amol & Kanchan Pavangadkar
Gail Peterson
Monte Aaron Pride
Lauree Cushion Roney
Karen M. Salmon
Ethan & Miho Segal
Michelle Selby
Ms. Irene Shutt
Patricia D. Smith
The Sowa Family
Samuel Stanley & Jisha Stanley
Steve & Kristyn Stierley
Heather Swain
Dennis & Kathleen Swan
Dr. Christine A. Tenaglia, DDS
Betty Tesner
Pratiksha & Pratin Trivedi
Liz Troldahl
Justin Turner
Steve & Darlene Vagnozzi
Lynne VanDeventer, Coldwell Banker
Pankaj Vij
Frederick W. Vogt
Jack & Carol Voss
Cheryl & Joe Wald
Frank & Shar Walsh
Mrs. JoAnn Warren
Cyndi Webster
Dan & Linda Wertz
Carin H. Whybrew, Broker
Pamela Williams
Steve Zepf & Christina Schwarz
Jingshi & Xianda Zhao

In Memory Of:
Brian Cavanaugh
William & Connie Clarkson
Bob Cooley
Kenneth Cosgrove
Connie Osborn Deits
Benjamin & Marion Kinzer
Matthew Kolstoe
Melinda Malchock
MaryAnne Masterson
Jefferey Patterson
Alex Powell
Susan Rhann
Gunwant K. Sawai
E. Kathleen (Kay) Weyers

In Honor Of:
Catherine Ash
Mrs. Bellamy
2017 OHS Graduate, Meghan Corbett
Sheryl Hudler
Sitakumari Kara
Karen Sanders
Pratin Trivedi
Jessica Warren
Christine Sermak, Joel Schut, Claire Bellamy, 
& Beth Josephson and all they have
done in support of Anja Simmons Chivukula.

In-Kind Donations:
A.J. Boggs & Company
avani-design
Allegra of Lansing
Larry Cushion Trophies & Engraving
Lifetouch National School Studios

Thank you for supporting 
Okemos Students!

Friends continued...

Keynote Speaker
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ALENA ZACHERY-ROSS

Alena Zachery-Ross, Superintendent of 
Okemos Public Schools, was formerly the 
Superintendent of Schools for the Muskegon 
Heights Public School Academy System, the 
first public charter school district in the United 
States, where she served in that role for five 
years. She is recognized as being responsible 
for turning around the entire district profile, 
including student discipline, student and staff 
attendance, dropout rate, and graduation rate. 
She previously worked in Van Dyke Public 

Schools in Warren, Michigan for nine years where she served as an Assistant 
Superintendent for curriculum and instruction, elementary school principal, 
middle school principal, school psychologist and teacher consultant during 
her tenure there. Previous to working in the Van Dyke Public Schools district, 
Mrs. Ross was an elementary school teacher and school psychologist for the 
Detroit Public Schools.

Mrs. Zachery-Ross attended Grand Valley State University, where she 
received a bachelor’s degree with a major in special education/psychology 
in 1995. She earned her Masters of Arts in education psychology from 
Wayne State University in 1999. She is pursuing an Ed.D in administration 
leadership.

As a visionary leader, she possesses extensive experience in leadership 
development and group collaboration. She is an experienced K-12 school and 
central office administrator with a comprehensive background in elementary 
and secondary instruction, curriculum development, communications, multi-
cultural education, school safety, budget and finance, professional learning 
communities, group facilitation, team building, grant writing, community 
relations, and data analysis. Mrs. Zachery-Ross continues to be a sought-
after speaker, educational consultant and professional developer.

In her spare time, Mrs. Zachery-Ross enjoys reading, traveling, and spending 
time with her family.



Bronze Partners ($250 - $499)
Dr. Bruce K. Alexander
Bridget & Ric Balesky
Allan Beegle & Suzi Yunker
Birchen & Dutcher @ 

BHHS Tomie Raines Realtors
Cedar River Insurance
Kimberly & Colin Cronin
Mary Davidson / Jazzercise
Wanda Derochowski
Dr. Ellen Dohr / Delta Vision Optical
Careena Eggleston
Jennifer Everhart & Joseph Thomas
Fluid Salon
Tara Fry
Graff Chevrolet Okemos
Jim & Tina Grant
Andrea & Chris Hallead
David Hallman, DDS
R. Hammerschmidt
Barbara Hoevel
Tom & Sue Hopper
Independent Bank
Lee & Martha Kliebert
Jeffrey & Michelle Korb
David & Sally Langley
The Lawton Group, Inc.
Hui Li & Tina Zhuang
Susan & Peter Long
Chris & Krista Loose
Maner Costerisan
John & Michelle Mitchell
MSU Federal Credit Union
Okemos Auto Collection
Okemos Optometry, PC
Noelle Palasty
Drs. Samir & Smruti Parikh
Alana & Jim Pignataro
Anthony M. Recca
Bidhan & Prasanna Redey
Dr. Michael & Mrs. Melissa Samluk
Richard Schwendeman
Amy & Michael Stephenson
Jeff Stuckey & Mary Pat Jaracz
Georgia & Ron Styka
Rich & Amy Suhrheinrich
Ms. Cathrine Tan
Jeff & Kathy Tavormina
Antoinette & Stuart Tessmer
Philip R. Trosko
Angela & Jeremy Wilson
Sarah Wohlford & Justus Nieland
Yimin Xiao & Yin Zhang
Young Automotive / Kia of Lansing
Matthew S.M. Yun, DDS

Friends ($50-$249)
1 World Realty
Rich & Sarah Allen
Asian Buffet / Henry’s Place
Paula M. Audas
Susan Bathke & Stuart Landay
Jack Behar
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Betterly
Lance & Angela Boldrey
The Bonemer Family
Joseph & Beth Bonsall
Karen Brown
Murray & Elaine Brown
Marianne Bubolz
David Bueche
Martin J. Bukovac
Amy Cavanaugh
Debra Chamberlain-Hamilton
Errin & Lilly Chapman
Jiquan Chen
Gary & Terri Climes
Mr. Hyun Kag Cho
Kathleen Tamara-Luchini Colbry
Patrick & Jody Corbett
Yuehua Cui
Joseph Dunn, Okemos Allstate Agency
Dr. Melissa Eades
Deb Federau @ Keller Williams
Floer-Martinez Family
The Fritzsche Schwartz Family
Bin Gao & Zhenmei Zhang
Debra and David Gift
Jeff & Chandra Grabill
Kay & Andy Granskog
Tom & Christine Hammond
Harkness Law Firm, P.L.L.C.
Lynna Hassenger
Larry & Mary Hennessy
John & Kathleen Herrick
Todd Hickox & Carmen Ventocilla
June & Scott Hicks
Charles & Nadean Hillary
Rudy & Mary Jo Hirt
David & Iris Horner
Josh & Kristin Hundt
Tyler & Christie Hursey
Dante Ianni
The Igel Family
Dan & Barb Ilgen
John & Meg Janssens
Dr. Cuneyt Kalfa
Ann & Paul Kinzer
Manooch & Laurie Koochesfahani
Jeff & Jessica Kovan

About the Awards
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DEAN BOLTON VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD
The Dean Bolton Volunteer Service Award honors an individual who 
has had a significant positive impact on students, staff, and the 
school community through his/her extraordinary volunteer service.

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD
The Distinguished Alumni Award honors a graduate of Okemos 
Public Schools who has demonstrated exceptional dedication and 
achievement as well as humanitarian contributions.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD
The Special Recognition Award is presented to support staff in 
the district who demonstrate a passion for excellence and whose 
contributions elevate our schools.

COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE AWARD
The OEF’s Commitment to Excellence Award recognizes the 
exceptional and notable service of educational professionals in the 
Okemos Public School District.

Each recipient distinguished him or herself in one of the 
following areas:

• Inspiring and motivating students
• Promoting the welfare of students
• Providing leadership within the school community
• Implementing innovative and creative ideas

The OEF has bestowed a total of 185 awards since we 
began recognizing excellence through these 

formal awards 21 years ago. 

133 Commitment to Excellence Awards
33 Special Recognition Awards

11 Dean Bolton Volunteer Service Awards
8 Distinguished Alumni Awards



2016-2017 OEF DONORS 
(7/1/16 through 6/30/17)

The Okemos Education Foundation relies on 
financial donations in order to fulfill its mission. 
Thank you to our 2016-2017 Partners in 
Education for supporting Okemos students!

Platinum Partners ($2,500 - $4,999)
Dart Foundation
DTN Management Co.
Horizon Bank
Chivukula/Simmons Family

Gold Partners ($1,000 - $2,499)
Catherine J. Ash
Chris Buck & Martha Hentz
Chuck & Karen Canestraight
Courtesy Ford
Lisa Crites
Elevation Okemos
Rod Ellis, Class of 1965
Granger
Grewal Law PLLC & Church Wyble PC
Gupta Allergy & Asthma/Dr. Dave Gupta, MD
John J. Hood
Drs. Laurie & Tomas Hult
Paul F. Mantica
Mid-Michigan Oral Surgery
Scott & Alba Ried
Ms. Ritta Rosenberg
Dr. Hina Shah
JoAnne Sorlie & Subhash Gupta
Peter & Sherry Trezise
Howard J. Weyers

Silver Partners ($500-$999)
Anonymous
Jim & Kathy Ault
Deb & Mick Baughman
Ann Austin-Beck & John Beck
Berkshire Hathaway Homeservices Tomie 
Raines, Inc.
Dean Bolton & Helen Taylor
Chris Hogan Brynn
Mark & Kim Burzych
Peter H. Cooke & Barbara A. Fretwell
Larry Cushion Trophies & Engraving
Steve & Gina Delp
Doctor’s Approach Dermatology
Joel C. Eddy

Erin Frisch & Andrew Hagman
Great Lakes Hand Surgery Center
Sue Hallman
Heat ‘n Sweep
Xuefei Huang
Mark & Gwynne Kadrofske
Radhika Kara
Keyser
Irem & Tunga Kiyak
Lansing Community College
Dr. John S. & Kathryn H. Lanzetta
The Matusz Family
Dan McCole & Jill Stephenson-McCole
Cheri Meier
Punya Mishra & Smita Sawai
Aanand Mody
Minesh & Hina Mody
Physicians Health Plan
Therese & Rod Poland
Eric & Heather Pricco
Mark & Erissa Renfer
Mary Rhodes
Kris & Steve Schoen
Christine & Dan Sermak
Jane & Gordon Spink
Thrun Law Firm, P.C.
Asja & Bill Wilcox
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Dean Bolton 
Volunteer Service Award

RON STYKA  

Ron Styka moved to Okemos with his family 
in 1978. Residents of Briarwood, Ron and his 
wife, Georgia, have four sons who all attended 
Okemos Public Schools from kindergarten through 
graduation from Okemos High School. In 2011, 
Georgia retired as a history teacher at Okemos 
High School. Ron has a B.A. in political science, 
economics, and history from the University of 
Detroit and a law degree from the University 

of Michigan. He served as an Assistant Attorney General for the State 
of Michigan from 1971 until his retirement in December 2010. An active 
community member, Ron has served as president of Briarwood Association, 
coached Eastside soccer for nine years, and has been active in OAKS, 
scouting, Indian Guides, Music Patrons, and Athletic Boosters. 

A Knight of Columbus, Ron has served in many elected positions, including 
Grand Knight. For over 10 years, he has been in charge of the Knights of 
Columbus’ annual fundraising campaign to assist children and adults with 
mental impairments. He is also active in his church’s community outreach 
activities. 

Ron was first elected to the Okemos Board of Education in 1990. He was 
re-elected in 1994, 1998, 2002, and again in 2006. He also served to fill 
vacancies on the Board in 2011 and again in 2012. While on the board, Ron 
served as President (3 years), Vice President (3 years), Treasurer,
Secretary (3 years) and Parliamentarian, as well as earning the Michigan 
Association of School Board’s Award of Merit before retiring in December 
2010. In November 2012, Ron was elected a Trustee of Meridian Township. 
In 2016, the voters elevated Ron to the position of Township Supervisor, the 
chief elected official of Meridian. As part of his duties, Ron is the Township 
Board’s liaison to the school districts within the township, including Okemos. 
He has served as a Trustee of the Okemos Education Foundation since 2009.



A plan that  
works for
Everyone deserves great health coverage,  
and at Physicians Health Plan, we agree.   
Locally owned and managed for more than  
35 years, PHP understands what is important to 
the people who live and work in mid-Michigan.

And our region is growing to include more counties to make access to 
quality, affordable care easier for you.

Our Marketplace plans include:

» Choice of doctors with no need for in-network referrals

» Four-tier Pharmacy coverage and a partnership with Delta Dental

» Coverage for emergencies at work, at home, and at play – in every 
state and 196 countries around the world

» Award-winning customer service 

Open Enrollment for 2018 runs now through Dec. 15, 2017.  
Ready to see what PHP has to offer? Call 517.364.8484.  
You have a choice, and who you choose matters.

 
ChoosePHPmi.com
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Distinguished Alumni Award 
Recipient

JOEL C. PETERSON
CLASS OF 1965 

Joel Peterson has been on the faculty 
at the Graduate School of Business at 
Stanford University since 1992, teaching 
courses in real estate investment, 
entrepreneurship, and leadership.

Joel is the Chairman of the Board of 
Overseers at the Hoover Institution at Stanford, as well as the Chairman 
of the Board at JetBlue Airways. Joel is also the Founding Partner and 
Chairman of Peterson Partners, a Salt Lake City-based investment 
management firm with $1 billion under management. Peterson Partners 
has invested in over 200 companies through 13 funds in four primary asset 
classes: growth-oriented private equity, venture capital, real estate, and 
search funds. Joel is also on the boards of Franklin Covey and Packsize.

Prior to Stanford Business School and founding Peterson Partners, Joel was 
Chief Executive Officer of Trammell Crow Company, then the world’s largest 
private commercial real estate development firm. Joel earned an MBA from 
Harvard Business School and received his Bachelor’s degree from Brigham 
Young University, where he was valedictorian and student body president.
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Special Recognition Award 
Recipients

Krista Grettenberger is a graduate of Michigan State University with a bachelor’s degree 
in Communications. Her background includes work experience in Management and 
Market Research, as well as a past member of the Junior League of Lansing. Krista has 
three children and has lived in Okemos for over 25 years. She has worked as a parent 
volunteer over the years and she is the longest-serving Learning Center aide at Central 
with 7 years of experience. Krista says “that working in the Learning Center is very 
rewarding. It is a safe and encouraging place for struggling learners to receive targeted 
interventions in reading and math. It is very rewarding to watch our students grow 
academically as well as in their confidence as learners.” 

Hei-Won Lee is a graduate of Middlebury College, where she received a degree in 
International Politics and Economics and French. Previously she worked in sales and 
marketing in Boston and Lawrence, Kansas. Her life experience as a parent of two 
children, member of the District Parent Council, and classroom parent volunteer in the 
Okemos Public Schools has provided valuable experience to prepare her for work as an 
at-risk aide. Hei-Won says she enjoys “the energy and enthusiasm of children as well as 
watching them grow each day.” She believes that working in small groups provides her 
the opportunity to build strong relationships with each of her students in the Learning 
Center. Hei-Won is entering her fifth year in Central’s Learning Center. 

Margaret “Peggy” Baldwin received her bachelor’s degree in elementary and special 
education from Buffalo State University. She has a master’s degree in developmental 
reading from the University of New York at Albany and a Doctorate in Education from 
The College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. While living in Virginia, Peggy 
was a classroom teacher for many years and a reading specialist as well as an assistant 
principal. Peggy and her husband, Roger, moved to Michigan in 2001 when he accepted a 
position as a professor at Michigan State. Peggy retired in 2013 from Waverly Community 
Schools after serving as an elementary school principal for twelve years.

Learning Center Aides at Okemos Public Montessori at Central The Okemos 
Education Foundation 
thanks Horizon Bank 
for their support of 

the annual Elementary 
Author Visit program



Mid-Michigan Oral Surgery 
Dr. Mark Beckman 

Dr. Vincent Benivegna
 

325 West Lake Lansing Road
East Lansing, Michigan 48823 

Phone: 517-337-9759 
Fax: 517-337-8156 

email: mmos_el@yahoo.com 
www.midmichiganoralsurgery.com
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Special Recognition Award 
Recipients

Sue Tague

Sue Tague has worked in the Okemos Public 
Schools for over 10 years, starting out as a 
volunteer at Cornell Elementary and then as a 
substitute administrative assistant in various school 
offices. She has worked full time for the Office 
of Food & Nutrition since November of 2007. 
Originally from Wisconsin (GO PACK), Sue moved 
to Michigan in 1985. She has been married for 32 
years and has three children (all of whom went 
through Okemos K-12), one daughter-in-law and 
one AMAZING grandson.

Rhianna Walworth 

Rhianna Walworth began her career with Okemos 
Public Schools in July 2006 as the Executive 
Assistant to the Deputy Superintendent for Human 
Resources. In 2010, while keeping the majority 
of the human resource responsibilities, she 
assumed the position of Executive Assistant to the 
Superintendent and Board of Education. Before 
coming to Okemos, Rhianna was the Administrative 
Assistant to the Principal at Perry High School.

Rhianna holds a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree from Baker College. She and her husband have two 
active children; Lola, a fifth grader at Kinawa, and Beckett, a first grader 
at Okemos Public Montessori at Central. Being their mom is the most 
rewarding position she’s ever held. When she isn’t chauffeuring them from 
one side of the county to the other, Rhianna enjoys all things outdoor rec 
and fitness. She has participated in everything from marathons and Tough 
Mudders, to Crossfit competitions. She is also an IKFF Kettlebell Sport 
National Champion.

Rhianna is proud to have students in the Okemos Public School district, and 
she considers it a privilege to get to work with its extraordinary staff.



Lansing Community College is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission. The Commission can be contacted through the web at www.hlcommission.org or by phone at (312) 263-0456. 
The Commission’s address is 230 South LaSalle Street, Suite 7-500, Chicago, Illinois 60604. Lansing Community College (Main Campus) is located in downtown Lansing. Student service 
areas are located in the Gannon Building at 422 North Washington Square in Lansing and can be reached through the web at www.lcc.edu and by phone at (517) 483-1957. Lansing 
Community College does not discriminate against individuals in its programs or activities on the basis of race, color, sex, age, religion or creed, national origin or ancestry, familial status, 
disability, pregnancy, marital status, or any other factor prohibited by law. The college’s discrimination and harassment policies are available at lcc.edu/policy.

  

lcc.edu | 517-483-1999

Stars lead the way

Commitment to Excellence 
Award Recipient

NICOLE LANGDON

Nicole obtained her Bachelor of Science in 
psychology at Michigan State University.
During this time she worked at MSU Safe Place and 
for the American Red Cross. She then attended 
Wayne State University for her master’s in social 
work. Her two-year-long practicum experiences 
were at East Detroit High School and University 
Middle School in downtown Detroit. In order to pay 
living expenses, Nicole worked at a youth runaway

facility in Inkster, Michigan, as well as an in-home therapist for a family 
reunification program.

Nicole was then hired by Swartz Creek Schools as a social worker and 
enjoyed running Title 1 intervention programs, character programs, and 
maintaining a caseload. In 2013, Nicole and her family were relocated to 
Williamston. She was thrilled to see that Okemos had a social work position 
open as the daily drive was becoming challenging. Nicole was placed
at Kinawa Middle School and with the Early Childhood program. Nicole felt 
right at home with the Okemos team immediately. Each year her students 
bring her joy in many ways.

In her spare time, Nicole enjoys spending time with family and friends. She 
loves to golf, cook and relax with her adorable French bulldog. She loves to 
travel and is happiest playing on the beach with her two children!

8 33



       Graff 
Okemos Chevy 
   & The Okemos 
Education Foundation

PARTNERS IN EXCELLENCE

GraffOkemos.com 1748 W. Grand River Ave.
Okemos, MI 48864

517-349-8300
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JOEL SCHUT

Joel Schut is entering his fifth year working with 
the Okemos Middle and High School Orchestras. 
He recently completed his DMA in Orchestral 
Conducting from Michigan State University. 
Previous degrees were earned from the University 
of Colorado-Boulder and the University of Michigan 
School of Music, Theatre and Dance where he 
was awarded the Albert A. Stanley Medal, the 
school’s highest honor. In addition to his work 

in the classroom, Joel has a passion for international education, having 
taught projects in Honduras, Tunisia, Myanmar, and Afghanistan along with 
continuing the Okemos Orchestra’s beloved Germany Host Family Exchange 
Program. 

Joel is grateful to teach in a district that understands and actively supports 
the important role the fine arts play in a young person’s development. He 
looks forward to challenging the next generation of artists, thinkers, and 
changemakers in our community.

Commitment to Excellence 
Award Recipient



CALL	TODAY	FOR	A	FREE	CONSULTATION!

#1

Agent/Team

in	the	TRI

COUNTY

AREA!

Please	let	us	help

you	purchase	or

sell	your	next

home!
The	VanDeventer	Team

Sold	over	80	Million	in

local	residential	sales	in

2016,	with	year	to	date

closed	volume	of	over	69

Million!		

Lynne	VanDeventer

Realtor,	Professional	

The	VanDeventer	Team

517-282-6135	cell

517-492-3274	office

lynnevanda@coldwellbanker.com

www.lynnevandeventer.com

Buyer	Network

High	Quality	Marketing

Staging	/	Photography

Follow	Up

Throughout	my	years	as	a	real	estate	agent	I've	built

a	buyers	network	that	I	can	put	you	in	front	of	right

away	as	well	as	other	agents	that	represent

hundreds	of	buyers	for	your	area.	

Getting	top	price	for	your	home	will	require	making

sure	it	looks	as	good	as	it	possibly	can.	This	starts

with	staging	and	ends	with	photography	to	impress

buyers.

Marketing	is	the	essential	part	of	getting	buyers

interested	in	your	home.	Not	only	will	I	get	more

eyeballs	on	your	house	but	I'll	also	make	it	look	like

a	million	bucks...	Or	two	million	if	it's	worth	a

million!

The	#1	way	agents	fail	in	selling	a	home	is	following

up	correctly	with	every	single	lead	they	get.	I	will

make	sure	to	nurture	every	potential	lead	that	sees

your	home	and	turn	them	into	a	buyer.

Referrals	are	your

best	compliment!

Let	us	go	to	work	for

YOU!
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Commitment to Excellence 
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ROBB SHUBEL

Robb Shubel is a proud graduate of Michigan State 
University with a Bachelor of Arts in elementary 
education as well as a Master of Arts in educational 
technology.

Robb started his teaching adventure in the Lansing 
School District teaching fourth and fifth grades 
for eight years and loved every minute of it! He 
made the move to Okemos eleven years ago and 

has been in three different buildings, still teaching fourth and fifth grades. 
During that time, Robb has met and worked with innumerable amazing 
colleagues who have helped shape the person and teacher he has become. 
He is very thankful for their positive influence on his professional and 
personal life.

Robb’s current position at Hiawatha could not be a better fit as he loves 
teaching fourth grade … consistently. Also, he and his entire family are 
currently Hiawatha Hawks! His two children attend school there and his wife 
Courtney teaches kindergarten. It doesn’t get much cozier than that. Robb 
loves living and working in a community that is so supportive of its schools 
and employees. He cannot imagine raising a family anywhere else.

In his free time, Robb enjoys spending time with his family (outside of 
school), going to his children’s sporting events, traveling and camping, and 
working around the house.
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Commitment to Excellence 
Award Recipient

MARK TOMCZAK

Mark Tomczak attended Michigan State University, 
where he graduated from the College of Natural 
Science and the College of Education. He taught 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade science and 
coached swimming in Baltimore, Maryland for four 
years before moving back to Michigan to start 
working in Okemos. Mark has earned a master’s 
degree in science education and is currently 
perusing another master’s in educational leadership 

from Central Michigan University. He is currently the assistant swim coach 
for the high school boys and girls swim team, runs the middle school swim 
program, and heads the Science Olympiad at Chippewa. 

Mark is extremely appreciate of all of the support the Okemos Public 
Schools have given him in the short time he has been there and hopes to 
continue providing the students of the district various opportunities for 
learning and growth.



Learn more about the OEF and the support it provides to 
Okemos students:  

Browse:  www.oefsite.org
Follow:  Facebook and Twitter
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Commitment to Excellence 
Award Recipient

CINDY WOLFF

Cindy Wolff earned her bachelor’s degree at 
Michigan State University in elementary education 
with a major in mathematics and language arts. 
She has also taken over 30 credits of graduate 
classes at Michigan State University for continuing 
education.

Cindy Wolff began her teaching career in the St. 
Johns Schools where she taught sixth, seventh, and 

eighth grade math and language arts. Cindy later took a position in Okemos 
Public Schools where she has taught fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth 
grade math as well as sixth grade language arts. Currently, at Kinawa, she 
holds a math teacher’s dream job: teaching fifth and sixth grade honors 
math classes as well as fifth and sixth grade math intervention classes.

Cindy is proud to work in a district that is supportive and always striving for 
excellence. She loves working alongside intelligent and respectful colleagues 
and administrators as well as with supportive parents. In her free time, 
Cindy enjoys spending time with her husband, David, and her college-aged 
children, Brennan and Myla.



Business Partners In Education

The Okemos Education Foundation is grateful to the following 
businesses for sponsoring tonight’s banquet.

Platinum Sponsors
Granger
Horizon Bank

Gold Sponsors
Courtesy Ford
Elevation Okemos
Great Lakes Hand Surgery Center
Heat’n Sweep
Mid-Michigan Oral Surgery
Okemos Alumni Association
Hina Shah, DDS

Silver Sponsors
Berkshire Hathaway Homeservices

Tomie Raines Realtors
Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes PLC
Keyser Insurance
Lansing Community College
The Mody Family
Physicians Health Plan
Thrun Law Firm, P.C.
Lynne VanDeventer, Coldwell Banker

Bronze Sponsors
Birchen & Dutcher @ BHHS Tomie

Raines Realtors
Graff Chevrolet Okemos
Maner Costerisan
MSU Federal Credit Union
Okemos Auto Collection
Okemos Optometry, PC
Young Automotive/Kia of Lansing

Copper Sponsors
1 World Realty
Joseph Dunn Insurance Agency
Harkness Law Firm, PLLC
Carin H. Whybrew, Broker

Please support the OEF’s
Business Partners in Education

to let them know you appreciate
their support of Okemos students. 
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Joseph Dunn
2985 Mount Hope Rd, Ste 111

Okemos, MI, 48864
Call: (517) 853-8400

JosephDunn@allstate.com

The Joseph Dunn Okemos 
Allstate Agency supports the 

Okemos Education Foundation.



When the most respected brand in the world, 
Berkshire Hathaway, puts its name on a 
real estate sign, that’s a good sign for the 

market and a great sign for you. 
Find experienced, knowledgeable 

sales professionals at tomieraines.com.

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.

The Sign of Trust.
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© 2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. Real Estate Brokerage Services are offered through the network member franchises of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Most franchises are independently owned 
and operated. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc. Information 
not verified or gauranteed. If your property is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Aanand Mody
President’s Club Team Captain

Licensed in multiple States
Toll Free: 800.226.6308 x31798

Cell: 517.449.0396
NMLS# 913626 

Minesh Mody
REALTOR®, ABR®

Cell: 517.230.8062
Office: 517.853.6236

Mmody@tomieraines.com
www.mineshmody.com

With sincere gratitude to 
Okemos Public Schools and 

Okemos Education Foundation 
for Excellence in Education.

Minesh & Hina Mody - Parents
Aanand Mody - Alumnus 2008
Shivani Mody - Alumna 2005

For all your Real Estate 
& Mortgage needs

Contact Your Neighbors 
& Trusted Advisors

EXPERIENCED LEGAL 
COUNSEL IS NOT A LUXURY

Our clients include national restaurant & hotel chains, local independent owner/

operators, beverage manufacturers, suppliers, wholesalers & distributors, major 

electric & gas public utilities, franchisees & franchisors, plus local governments 

including more than 150 cities, townships, villages, counties, drain commissioners, 

libraries and special local authorities.

Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes PLC is a U.S. News and World Report ranked “Best 

Law Firm” with specialists noted for their expertise in municipal law, government 

relations, administrative & regulatory law, franchise & distribution, appellate 

practice, energy, land use & zoning, and employment & labor law. Our lawyers can 

help in all of the areas your business or public body may need legal counsel.

Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes PLC manages legal risks where business 
and government intersect. Both public and private organizations 

benefit from our counsel and guidance. With decades of experience 
in the legal issues facing Michigan’s municipal and business 

stakeholders, our lawyers have the answers to your questions.

For more information about the 
firm, please visit www.fsbrlaw.com
or give us a call at 517.381.0100

FSBR_AD_General_tall_102217.indd   2 10/22/17   10:09 PM26 15



msufcu.org/community  
517-333-2424  

Federally insured 
by NCUA

MSU Federal Credit Union is proud to support the Okemos 
Education Foundation and provide young leaders with the 
skills and resources to achieve their goals and dreams. 

Visit msufcu.org for information on youth accounts, tips for 
young savers, and financial games. 

Achieve Your Dreams
With MSUFCU

CREATIVE
D E S I G N
SOLUTIONS
SPECIALIZING IN VARIETY OF COMMUNICATION PROJECTS

Print Design • Web Design • Branding

avani-design

For more information contact:
Smita Sawai

smitasawai@gmail.com • 517.303.9566
www.avani-design.com

Supporting Okemos Education Foundation
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Congratulations 
  to the  

  

  

Okemos Education Foundation 
  

  

2017 
  Award Recipients! 

  

  
  
  

We thank you for your  commitment   to  
our children!   

  

  
  
  

Great Lakes Hand Surgery Center   
Dr. William Truluck, DO   

G reatLakesHandSurgeryC enter. com   
517 90 8 - 3360   
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Birchen&Dutcher
Supports The Okemos 
Education Foundation.

Kathy Birchen
Associate Broker, QSC®

Cell: 517.719.1900 • Office: 517.381.1760
kbirchen@tomieraines.com

www.birchenanddutcher.com

Chad Dutcher
Associate Broker, QSC®

Cell: 517.214.8484 • Office: 517.853.1543
cdutcher@tomieraines.com

www.birchenanddutcher.com

1400 Abbot Rd., Suite #200 
East Lansing, MI 48823
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THE OKEMOS ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION

honors 
Joel C. Peterson, Class of 1965

2017 OEF Distinguished Alumni 
Award Recipient



Setting the standard for legal representation of 
Michigan’s educational institutions since 1946

NOVI 
39555 Orchard Hill Place
Suite 430
(248) 533-0741

EAST LANSING
2900 West Road
Suite 400
(517) 484-8000

GRAND RAPIDS
3260 Eagle Park Drive, NE
Suite 121
(616) 588-7700

T h r u n L a w. c o m
09.21.17

Katherine Wolf Broaddus
Philip G. Clark
Raymond M. Davis
Robert A. Dietzel
Michele R. Eaddy
Michael B. Farrell
Timothy T. Gardner Jr.
Michael D. Gresens
Margaret M. Hackett
Kevin S. Harty
Fredric G. Heidemann
Roy H. Henley
Kirk C. Herald
Matthew F. Hiser
Robert G. Huber
Christopher J. Iamarino
Martha J. Marcero
Daniel R. Martin
Piotr M. Matusiak

Ryan J. Nicholson
Cristina T. Patzelt
Kari K. Shay
Jeffrey J. Soles
Jennifer K. Starlin
Lisa L. Swem
Gordon W. VanWieren Jr.
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With Best Wishes to
Okemos Education Foundation

Hina Shah, DDS 
Family Dentistry 

3955 Okemos Rd, Ste. 
B3, Okemos, MI 48864

517.381.9941   
h.shah@hotmail.com

www.grangernet .com
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